
Second Arab Forum for Environmental Protection in the Arab Civil Aviation Industry

Second Arab Forum for Environmental Protection in the Arab 
Civil Aviation Industry

Marrakech, 26th & 27th February 2024



ICAO – Capacity Building and Assistance to States programmes
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ICAO Capacity Building and Assistance to States programmes

ICAO's "No Country Left Behind" initiative, ICAO Environment carries out a 
number of capacity-building and assistance activities. 

These assistance activities are most often related to the
- ICAO State Action Plan initiative
- Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation 

(CORSIA)
- Sustainable Aviation Fuels 

3



ICAO State Action Plan Buddy Programme

• In 2016, the ICAO State Action Plan Buddy Programme was developed to 
support States that did not yet developed, or were in the process of 
developing, a State Action Plan to establish a partnership with a State that 
has already developed and submitted a State Action Plan to ICAO. 

• ICAO has developed a draft agreement of cooperation aiming to establish a 
model framework by which ICAO Member States can help other Member 
State(s) to prepare and submit a State Action Plan. 

• It aims to facilitate the development of international 
cooperation among ICAO Member States.
• 9 Partnerships were developed 
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ICAO ACT-CORSIA programme

• June 2018, the ICAO Council endorsed the ICAO ACT-CORSIA (Assistance, 
Capacity-building and Training for the CORSIA) Programme, in 
recognition of the fact that a number of ICAO Member States would 
need targeted assistance in order to prepare for CORSIA implementation

• ICAO Council emphasized the importance of a coordinated approach 
under ICAO to harmonize and bring together all relevant actions and 
promote coherence to capacity building efforts related to CORSIA 
implementation.
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https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/CORSIA/Pages/default.aspx


ICAO ACT-CORSIA programme

ICAO Assistance, Capacity-building and Training on CORSIA (ACT-CORSIA):

ACT CORSIA is a coordinated approach to harmonize and bring together all relevant 
actions and promote coherence to capacity building efforts for CORSIA 
implementation – also enabling the monitoring of global progress / transparency



• Cornerstone of ACT-CORSIA to support States to prepare for CORSIA implementation

• Technical experts provided by supporting States are working together with the CORSIA 
Focal Points of support-receiving States to provide on-site training, and to closely follow-
up on the actions required for the implementation of CORSIA

ACT-CORSIA Buddy Partnerships



ACT-CORSIA Programme

• Since the launch in July 2018, the ICAO ACT-CORSIA (Assistance, 
Capacity-building and Training for CORSIA) Buddy Partnerships have 
proven to be an extremely successful modality 

– Training and assistance to support requesting States on various aspects of 
CORSIA implementation. 

• Measure of success: More than 96% of global CORSIA CO2 emissions 
having been submitted annually by States through the CORSIA Central 
Registry (CCR) for the period 2019-2021. 



Different phases with specific focus areas in order to support 
necessary actions by States with different timelines

Phase I (Sep 2018 – Apr 2019): 15 supporting States and 98 requesting States
– Development and approval of Emissions Monitoring Plans
– Establishment of national/regional regulatory frameworks

Phase III (Apr 2020 - 2024): 17 supporting States and 119 requesting States
– Use of the CORSIA Central Registry (CCR)

ACT-CORSIA Buddy Partnerships

Phase II (May 2019 – Apr 2020): 16 supporting States and 114 requesting States
– CO2 Emissions reporting and verification

The focus areas of each Phase can form the basis for checklist to assess the 
progress made and milestones achieved in order to determine the 

need for a tailored approach to training.



ICAO Assistance, Capacity-building and Training for Sustainable Aviation Fuels 

Launched on 1 June 2022, in an event associated to the Stockholm+50 Conference 

ICAO ACT-SAF Programme

• ➢ Technical training on all aspects of SAF (through ACT-SAF Series)
• ➢ Tailored support for States based on their individual needs
• ➢ ACT-SAF Platform to monitor and report the use of SAF
• ➢ SAF feasibility studies for States, in line with ICAO template
• ➢ Development of concrete SAF projects coordinated by ICAO

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/act-saf.aspx


What is the ICAO ACT-SAF?
• Launched on June 1st 2022, ACT-SAF is an ICAO initiative to facilitate the 

development and deployment of SAF
• Tailored support for States 
• Facilitate cooperation under ICAO coordination
• A Platform to facilitate knowledge sharing  and  progress monitoring

Why ICAO ACT-SAF programme? 
• Builds on existing ICAO “ACT” experience, through partnerships and 

cooperation among States
• ICAO LTAG report foresees largest CO2 reductions coming from fuels and 

cleaner energy sources 
• Need for immediate action to fully realize SAF potentials 
• ACT-SAF was welcomed by the 41st ICAO Assembly (A41-21, para. 18) 11



1) Interested party 
expresses interest in 

becoming an ACT-SAF 
Partner

2) ICAO coordinates 
with the interested 
party the details of 

the offers / requests, 
and suggest possible 

projects

3) Agreement is 
signed and projects 

defined

4) ICAO connects 
ACT-SAF Partners

Supporting State / 
Organization can 

participate by providing 
experts and/or 

resources
Requesting State can 

participate by providing 
a focal point for 

coordination

Possible projects:
•Feasibility Studies

•Training programmes
•Support for SAF 

certification
•Support for Policy 

implementation

The Agreement will 
contain: 

Details on the 
cooperation terms, 
including the roles 

and responsibilities of 
ICAO and each 

participant

Criteria for 
connection:

•Matching expertise
•Language, cultural 
and geographical 

aspects
•Resources availability

How does ACT-SAF work



ACT-SAF platform provides the
details on ACT-SAF participation
and initiatives

ACT-SAF Partners

Many ACT-SAF partners and
aviation Stakeholders are
supporting the implementation
of cleaner energies for aviation

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/act-saf.aspx


➢Technical knowledge is a pre-
requisite for the implementation
of specific SAF projects and
policies

➢ACT-SAF partners can
participate live and directly ask
questions and have feedback

➢ In 2024, ICAO continues to
organize ACT-SAF Series trainings
on various subject matters such as
SAF in State Action Plans, ICAO SAF
supporting tools, feasibility
assessments, etc. Replay the trainings of ACT-SAF Series

Season 1 on the dedicated website

ACT-SAF Training Series

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/ACT-SAF-Series.aspx


SAF feasibility Studies under ACT SAF 

Capacity Building for SAF eligible under 
CORSIA and in support of achieving net 
zero emissions by 2050
• The ACT SAF project with EU Funding 

involves 12 partner States to conducted 
SAF feasibility studies to be conducted 
in 10 States (India and Africa)

• Many feasibility studies will be 
developed in the ACT-SAF programme
(projects funded by Cote d’ivoire, EU, 
France, Netherlands, United Kingdom, 
Airbus)

15



ICAO Assistance Projects 

• ICAO – European Union (EU) project

ICAO assistance project Capacity building for CO2 mitigation from international 
aviation, with EU funding aimed at providing assistance to a selected group of 
14 States in Africa and the Caribbean to support their efforts on three 
objectives:
• Objective 1: developing and implementing their States’ Action Plans on CO2 

emissions reduction from international aviation,
• Objective 2: to establish aviation environmental systems for emissions 

monitoring at the State level, and
• Objective 3: to identify, evaluate and implement mitigation measures.
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https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/ICAO_EU_Objective1.aspx
https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/ICAO_EU_Objective2.aspx
https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/ICAO_EU_Objective3.aspx


Four successful feasibility studies previously developed under the ICAO 
assistance project with EU funding (Dominican Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Kenya and Burkina Faso) in addition to the three ACT-SAF feasibility studies 
recently completed for Cote d’Ivoire, Rwanda, and Zimbabwe

ICAO Assistance Projects 



ICAO Assistance Projects 

• 2015, ICAO formed a partnership with 
the UNDP to contribute to global 
agenda of addressing climate change by 
signing an agreement to implement a 
project. 

• This project financed by the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF), supported 
developing States and Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) in their efforts 
to reduce CO2 emissions from 
international aviation.
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More information on the ICAO ‘s work and capacity building activities 
https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/default.aspx
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